
 

Necton Parish Council  
Minutes No: 2019/11 

   
Minutes  Parish Council Meeting held 

Monday 14th October 2019 at 7.30 pm in the Necton Rural Community Centre 
 
 
Parish Councillors (7) present: 
Councillors Jean Bass (Chair), Joe Sisto, Fraser Bateman, Phil Hayton, Frank Stopp, 
Alice Spain and Thirza Hicks  
 
Additional attendees: 
Cllr Nigel Wilkin 
Justine Luckhurst- Parish Clerk 
22 members of the public 
 
Date: Monday 11th October 2019 
Time: 7.30 pm 
Place: Main Hall, Necton Rural Community Centre 
 
 
1. To receive and approve apologies for absence 
 
Apologies were received from Councillor Mark Jennings 
 
2. To receive any declarations of interest from Members & consider requests for 
dispensation 
 
Members are invited to declare disclosable pecuniary interests and other interests in 
items on the agenda as required by the Necton Parish Council Code of Conduct for 
Members and by the Localism Act 2011. 
 
Cllr Bass declared an interest in item 12- Silver Threads Grant request and confirmed 
she would abstain from the discussion. 
 
3. To approve minutes of the Council meeting of 9th September 2019 
 
Minutes from the meeting on 9th September were approved. 
 
4. Public Participation (10 minutes allowed) 
 
The following items were raised: 

• The recent bad weather has again highlighted the issues with drains. Although 
incidents have been reported no action seems to taken. Cllr Bass confirmed the 
issues have been escalated and the Council will continue to chase.   

• It was questioned why the drains are not cleared on a regular basis, noting there 
used to be a rota in place to clear regularly. Cllr Bass confirmed she was 



informed this is no longer in place due to Council cutbacks. Cllr Bass asked Cllr 
Wilkins as to whether he could support on this matter. Cllr Wilkins confirming 
he would try and put some weight behind any requests. Further confirming he 
would enquire as to whether the pumping station efficiency could be reviewed.   

• Cllr Bateman thanked Cllr Hayton for his efforts in securing plans of the drains 
in the village and for trying to resolve individuals issues during the recent bad 
weather. Cllr Hayton stated that the plans are inadequate and therefore proving 
difficult to locate where storm water is getting in the foul water system and 
identifying individual properties where this occurs would be helpful. 
Confirming a request pertaining to this will be printed in The Link. 
 

 
5. Reports from: 
 
 Parish Council Clerk – Justine Luckhurst 
 
A written request was received from a member of the public to investigate the 11 
Konnect bus. Noting that previously the bus used to stop at the top of Tuns Road when 
requested to do so, It was decided to contact the company to request another bus stop 
near St Andrews Lane. 
The two planning applications for 45 Ketts Hill and 57 Brackenwoods had been 
extended to our next meeting. 
 
 Breckland Council, Cllr Nigel Wilkin 
 
There have been some issues within the village from some youths, and an Officer from 
Breckland Council has been sent a task and a multi-agency grouping order in this 
regard. Cllr Wilkins explaining this Order is where all agencies such as social services, 
police, local authority etc. come together so the issue flags with all of them to provide a 
better-informed approach.  
Public were invited to ask questions to Cllr Wilkin: 
Proposed 20 new houses behind Charnwood- Cllr Wilkin confirmed there has been no 
application and so just rumours at present. As there has been no application there is 
nothing he can comment on. 
Trees are being cut down on the avenue by Town Farm- has permission been granted 
to do so? Cllr Wilkin not aware of this and will investigate. 
 
         Chairperson, Cllr Jean Bass 
 
Chair read her report which is attached to the minutes 
 
 Councillors 
 
Cllr Spain advised that the Boreas discussion had started and Cllr’s Bass, Spain and 
Hayton would attend the first meeting on 12th November in Norwich and the later 
meetings in Kings Lynn. 
Cllr Hayton advised that the NALC imitative meeting on the 28th October is to discuss 
extending the basis of the Neighbourhood Plan to include well being and 
environmental issues. 



Cllr Hicks advised the swimming may be saved by leasing out to a company. 
Cllr Sisto reminded everyone about Remembrance Sunday and enquired about paying 
for cost of wreath. Unfortunately unable to action this month but will be on November 
agenda. 
 
 
6. To discuss repair and re-opening of the outside toilet 
 
Cllr Sisto has indicative quotes of approximately £250.00 to repair the toilet and put a 
gate in place. Noting when the caretaker position is filled it can then be opened and 
closed daily. Council in favour of investigating further the costs of repair, a gate and to 
consider a security light and camera in place. Cllr Sisto to obtain written quotes and 
these will be reviewed at the next meeting. 
 
 
 7. To agree the following bills can be paid 
 
It was agreed that the 11 bills detailed on the agenda can be paid. 
  
8. Planning matters 
 
 

a) 3PL/2019/1065/HOU, 12 Hale Road – no objection 
b) 3PL/2019/1183/F, 8 Hale Road – no objection 
c) 3PL/2019/1183/F 
d) 3PL/2019/1184/D 

In reference to 1183 and 1184 known as Erne Farm grave concerns raised on several 
issues regarding this development and a site visit is planned prior to reply. An 
extension is being requested and Breckland requested to advise of consultation date. 
 
9 . To discuss putting lights on timer in parts of the village 
 
Cllr Hicks discussed the options and benefits of turning off the street lights after 
midnight until the early hours. Confirming this would give around a 15% reduction is 
usage which although would only save approximately £35 per month in lighting costs it 
would reduce the village carbon footprint and adding studies have shown would also 
benefit nocturnal wildlife. Concerns were raised regarding safety and security if streets 
are in darkness. Discussions were held and Cllr Hicks agreed she would discuss with 
villagers in more depth including the idea of a possible leaflet drop to gauge opinions 
and would report back at the next meeting. 
 
10. To discuss Marlpit update 
 
Cllr Bateman confirmed the Section 106 application is in course and we should hear 
soon. Cllr Bateman reminded the Council that once a Charity is set up to manage the 
area it can be cleared of the household rubbish there and that the only cost to the 
Council is the insurance as landowners as the Charity will manage it. 
 
11. To accept the NRCC minutes from previous NRCC meeting 



 
The minutes from the meeting were accepted. 
 
12. To agree a grant for Silver Threads Christmas lunch 
 
The Clerk read a letter from Ann Humphreys Chair of the Silver Thread Club addressed 
to the Council requesting consideration be given to providing a grant to support with 
the Christmas lunch. Cllr Hicks proposed a sum of £100 be granted and this was 
seconded by Cllr Bateman. Motion carried by majority vote. 
 
 
13. To discuss a change in our standing order number 3g- to amend length of 
public speaking from 5 mins to 3 mins. 
 
By reducing time this would allow more members of the public to speak within the 
allocated time allowance. Proposed by Cllr Bass and seconded by Cllr Bateman. Motion 
carried by majority vote. 
 
14.and 16 To discuss the plan for a Muga and tennis court in the village 
 
Items 14 and 16 discussed together as Cllr Hicks and Cllr Sisto confirmed the 
companies that install these cover both and therefore sensible to approach them 
regarding both. Currently awaiting correspondence from companies confirming when 
they can visit the site. Cllr Sisto confirming he will obtain 3 quotes and the main costs 
will be the fencing around the Muga. Cllr Hicks reminded Council the tennis court 
would be separate and is investigating possible grants noting Sport England may 
consider a grant for a tennis court. It was agreed that these will be together on the 
agenda for the next meeting. 
 
15. Festival 2020- update 
 
Cllr Bateman confirmed first meeting held and pledges of over £700 made already 
aside from the funding from the Council. Plans are to run as last year and will be 
looking at raising additional funds over the coming months. Also noting volunteers are 
required to assist on the day.  
 
17. Public Participation (5 minutes allowed) 
 
A member of the public asked Cllr Wilkins if Breckland Council had a 5-year housing 
pan. Cllr Wilkins confirmed that at present they do not but are currently working 
towards this. 
A member of the public says he believes the sewage works have never been expanded 
and with new housing developments expanding this needs to be considered. 
 
18. A resolution was passed to exclude the public from the next part of the meeting due 
to discussion of contractual matters 
 
19. To confirm date and time of the next Parish Meeting 
 



The next meeting will be on 11th November 2019 at 7.30pm. 
 
The open meeting finished at 21.30 
 
IN CAMERA 
 
20. Village caretaker 
 
The advertisement and job description was agreed and will be posted in The Link and 
on notice boards. Closing date agreed for 15th November 
 
21. To discuss agree support for Clerk and Parish Assistant 
 
Council support was agreed for the new Clerk and Parish Assistant,   
 
22.Discuss paying for Clerk extra tuition 
 
It was agreed to Clerk could request help if necessary  
 
 
 
The meeting closed at 21.55 pm. 


