May 2020

For obvious reasons we are unable to print the May issue of
Link. The April Issue is still available on the church web site
(www.nectonallsaints.co.uk).
However the Thought for the Month and the Parish Registers
are printed below.

Sunday Church Services
Sadly because of the Coronavirus Crisis all acts of public worship across the benefice will be
suspended until further notice. However, an online service for and on behalf of
The Necton Benefice can be found each Sunday on YouTube.
Type All Saints Necton into the YouTube search line to find us.
Prayers are also livestreamed each Sunday at 10.30am via Facebook. @nectonallsaints

PATIENCE IS A VIRTUE – EVEN IN ‘LOCKDOWN’
Every Thursday evening my family and I, like many
others, have stood outside our house clapping our
hands, applauding the sterling work of the NHS
whose doctors and nurses have been battling on the
‘front line’, looking after and caring for sick
coronavirus patients. But over the weeks our
appreciation has grown as we have become more
aware (and thoughtful) of all those who are playing
such a massive part at this difficult time, not just the
doctors and nurses but all employees of the NHS;
alongside care workers in care homes (the new and
perhaps previously forgotten front line?); ‘key
workers’ in so many various and different fields
(supermarkets, schools, and utilities) and not
forgetting the increasingly significant part played by
funeral directors, whose own personal ‘risk’ is not
inconsequential.
The panic buying of the first few weeks has been
largely forgotten by the many acts of kindness that we
have seen by members of the public as they look
after and support one another, especially the
vulnerable, at this difficult time. We have seen real

acts of courage, bravery and sacrifice undertaken by
those whose professionalism and dedication to public
duty and care has put themselves at risk in the
service of others. We remember especially all those
doctors, nurses and care workers who have died,
largely and inexplicably from the BAME community.
All this has been coupled with massive acts of
generosity as people have rallied to support one
another and the NHS behind such inspirational figure
heads as Captain Tom Moore.
But of all the virtues we have witnessed there is one
that seems to be in increasingly short supply
(particularly in the media) and that is – patience!
Despite being told from the outset that this crisis
would be more like a marathon than a sprint, we were
barely ‘locked down’ for a fortnight before the media
started to ask as to when the lockdown might be
lifted. This question gained momentum from business
and opposition parties as the cost to business and the
economy started to bite. In one sense these are
natural questions to ask and no one underestimates
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